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should not take precedence over Amer-
ican lives. 

I thank the gentleman who just 
spoke about our great bill that is com-
ing up because it is wonderful that all 
those ideas are in there, so I am so glad 
we are on the same page. 
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HONORING DARREN CRUZAN 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize and 
honor Assistant Director Darren 
Cruzan for his outstanding career as 
assistant director for National Capital 
Region Training Operations at the De-
partment of Homeland Security, Fed-
eral Law Enforcement Training Cen-
ters, FLETC, in Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Cruzan has had a long distin-
guished career as a Federal, local, and 
Tribal law enforcement official. His 
law enforcement career began in 1992, 
as a reserve patrol officer with the Jop-
lin, Missouri Police Department. As he 
rose through the ranks of law enforce-
ment from police officer to criminal in-
vestigator, Mr. Cruzan’s service has al-
ways focused on the critical needs of 
Indian Country, especially law enforce-
ment training for police, corrections, 
and telecommunications officers. 

In 2017, the Secretary of the Interior 
honored Mr. Cruzan with the Depart-
ment of Interior’s Distinguished Serv-
ice Award, the highest recognition an 
employee within the Department can 
receive for his outstanding contribu-
tions. 

During his time, he has provided 
FLETC with tremendous executive 
leadership and management. Mr. 
Cruzan has dedicated his life to pro-
tecting others, and I thank him for his 
years of service. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE FAMILY OF 
GEORGE FLOYD 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to pay tribute to George 
Floyd’s family, a family that I have 
come to know even more than the time 
we spent together in Houston, Texas. 

The family grew up in my congres-
sional district, and they lived in what 
is called Cuney Homes, which stands 
today proud, as I know they are, of this 
family. And they, of course, went to 
the famous Jack Yates High School. 

Why would I pay tribute to this fam-
ily? 

Because I think America has come to 
see them as America’s family, and the 
world has come to admire them for 
their steadfastness, their passion and 
compassion, as well as their calm and 
peaceful understanding of the crisis 
and the terrible tragedy that has be-

fallen them. They have acted in gen-
erosity. They have prayed. They have 
embraced those who have come to 
honor them. They realize the symbol 
that they stand for, yet they were 
hurting—hurting and hurting. 

Thank goodness for the decision yes-
terday, the judgment, the just justice 
for them, for they are America’s fam-
ily; and their commitment is that they 
will continue to serve this country to 
bring about justice for all. 
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CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS 
CELEBRATES THE LIFE OF THE 
HONORABLE ALCEE L. HASTINGS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
MANNING). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 4, 2021, the 
gentlewoman from Ohio (Mrs. BEATTY) 
is recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. BEATTY. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include any ex-
traneous materials on the subject of 
this Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. BEATTY. Madam Speaker, I 

rise this evening for the Congressional 
Black Caucus’ Special Order hour, the 
CBC’s Celebration of Life of Congress-
man Alcee L. Hastings, and to echo: 
Our Power, Our Message. 

The Special Order hour is generally 
regarded as a solemn moment and gives 
the yCBC an opportunity to speak di-
rectly to the American people and to 
reflect on ideas and policies critical to 
our constituents. 

I can’t think of a better way to share 
the life and legacy of our friend and 
colleague. To his family, to Patricia, 
to his son, Alcee—or ‘‘Jody,’’ as we 
called him—to his daughter, grand-
daughters, and all watching, we say: 
Thank you for sharing Alcee with us. 

Lastly, on behalf of the 56 members 
of the Congressional Black Caucus, we 
say: Thank you, Alcee, for a job well 
done. 

Because it is without a doubt I can 
tell you that Alcee left this place, the 
people’s House, better than he found it. 
All of us were enriched by his dapper 
style, his keen intellect, and his larger- 
than-life presence. You never had to 
guess what Alcee thought or believed. 
He made it clear, whether you liked it 
or not. But he was the same man on 
the United States House floor; in the 
powerful Rules Committee; or in greet-
ing foreign dignitaries under the aus-
pices of the Helsinki Commission as he 
was on the streets of Florida, where he 
served his constituents so well. 

Madam Speaker, to all gathered here 
today, I say to our brother: You will be 
sorely missed. 

We will miss his smile. We will miss 
his wise counsel. And as I look to my 
left, in that chair, where he sat faith-

fully, we salute and honor him. Alcee 
did it his way. 

Madam Speaker, it gives me great 
pleasure to yield tonight’s anchor of 
the Special Order hour paying tribute 
to a legend, to a friend, to a colleague, 
to the gentlewoman from Texas, Con-
gresswoman SHEILA JACKSON LEE. 

Congresswoman SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
got to know Congressman Alcee Has-
tings in a very special way. Both schol-
ars, both liking to debate, both being 
very clear in their message, both mem-
bers of the Congressional Black Cau-
cus. Oh, how great it was to watch Con-
gresswoman SHEILA JACKSON LEE and 
Congressman Alcee Hastings take on 
an issue and mentor someone like me. 

Madam Speaker, with great pleasure 
I turn the microphone over to Con-
gresswoman SHEILA JACKSON LEE, who 
will manage the rest of the hour, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, with 
humility, gratitude, and a broken heart, I rise 
to anchor this Congressional Black Caucus 
Special Order in remembrance of Congress-
man Alcee Hastings, senior member of the 
Committee on Rules, a man who travelled the 
world leading congressional delegations to de-
fend, protect, and strengthen democracies 
while serving as Chair of the Helsinki Commis-
sion, a highly respected and valued member 
of the Congressional Black Caucus, one of 
this House’s greatest debaters, one of the first 
three African Americans elected to this body 
from Florida since Reconstruction, a member 
of Congress for 28 years, my mentor, a be-
loved colleague, and dear friend who died 
Tuesday, April 6, 2021, at the age of 84. 

Madam Speaker, Alcee Hastings, who was 
affectionately referred to by his colleagues and 
constituents as ‘‘Judge Hastings,’’ was a 
statesman and strong supporter of equality, 
economic and social justice, civil rights, Israel, 
and human dignity for all. 

He took to heart and lived the admonition 
he received from his father as a young child’’ 
‘‘Be your own boss man,’’ who through it all 
was his own man as he blazed trails and pio-
neered paths to improve the lives and life 
chances of the was so honored to serve. 

Alcee Lamar Hastings was born September 
5, 1936, in Altamonte Springs, to Julius Has-
tings, a butler, and Mildred nee Merritt, a 
maid. 

His parents left Florida to find jobs .to earn 
money for Alcee’s education, during which 
time he was raised by his maternal grand-
mother and attended Crooms Academy in 
Sanford, Florida, which was founded for Afri-
can-American students, graduating in 1953. 

Five years later, Alcee Hastings graduated 
from Fisk University with dual majors in zool-
ogy and botany. 

Alcee Hastings started law school at How-
ard University before transferring to Florida 
Agricultural and Mechanical University in Tal-
lahassee, from which he received his law de-
gree in 1963. 

Always a fighter and foot soldier for justice, 
Alcee Hastings was involved in early civil 
rights struggles, including the famous sit-ins in 
drugstore lunch-counters in North Carolina in 
1959. 

About those times, he later said: ‘‘Those 
were the early days of the civil rights move-
ment, and the people in Walgreens were 
breaking eggs on our heads and throwing 
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